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with their long black curls carefully oiled, gives them an appearance that is sometimes scarcely human.
The Turkish women are dressed in black and thickly veiled. The Yashmak of Cairo and Stamboul would not be considered a sufficient covering for decency in an Arabian town. The Arab women are wrapped in coloured cloths and likewise closely veiled in towns. In the country they go uncovered, and in some parts they wear trousers in shape not unlike that part of the male attire of Western Europe.
The weapon of the Yemen highlander is the jambeia, a short dagger with a broad curved blade which fits into a U-shaped sheath worn at the waist under the sash. The handle is generally of horn ornamented with silver, and the whole, including the blade, is made locally. No person of the male sex, over three years of age, likes to be seen abroad without his jambeia : it is considered most effeminate. It is amusing to see quite small children, half naked, wearing these formidable knives. The Arabs are very expert in their use. They hold them point downwards and curve inwards, not in the Italian manner, and in attacking aim for the supra-sternal knotch "a blow which, if rightly placed, splits open the whole chest-wall, and is instantly fatal. There is another kind known as the Sabeekeh, which is worn crossways, and is nearly as long as a sword bayonet, I wanted to buy one of these, but the man who sold them told me candidly that they were only suitable for heavy, powerful men, and that for undersized people like myself, the shorter weapon was preferable.
Mention has been made of the extreme ignorance of the Sanaa Arabs. The depth of it may be gauged by the fact that there is no bookshop in the town. They don't read books, they say, because they have not the time. You can't both read and eat kat with any enjoyment of either occupation, so it seems. Practically the only books obtainable are in manuscript, which even the natives have difficulty in deciphering.
The Arabs of the Yemen in Arabic literature have a reputation for ugliness which I think is unjustified. Though darker in colour, as a rule, than the true Bedou, they are noticeably free from the taint of negro blood